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"At  Dallas  City:   B.  F.  Newlon. 
"At  Uamiltoo:    Tlionus  RuggleA." 

PUSCVT-DAY  ATTOUKTS 

A  list  Of  tho  Iflwrera  of  Hancock  County  as 
puLlLsliwl  tn  Ihe  Bar  Docket  of  the  Cimilt 
Court  fiir  Iho  October  Tifna.  1920.  by  the  Clerk 
ol  ilio  ('lr,  iill  Court,  la  aa  foUowa: 

«L»l,llr./;  at  Carthaje.  Cliartca  J.  Scolleld.  J 
Piiiil  folirr.  Wm!  H.  llartaell.  Bert  M.  Caraaaeh 
Hkhuir.l  s  M.niu.  Ai»ll„a  w.  Q-Harra.  ClUlon 
J.  O  llatru,  ll.,Mv,.u  H.  O-Harta.  Bar!  W.  Wood. 
Ilei.r)  s.  \\.ill.,  r.  Orrllle  F.  Berry.  Melrln  p, 
HiTo,  n.ivi.l  K  Mack.  EdwarU  C  Mack.  \VU- 
llnni  11,  lll.«c.  l;.lwl„  s.  Cooml».  Linn.  Cral«^ 
Samuel  Najlor.  Charles  s.  DeHart  WUllam 
A.  SymoinK  Clyde  P.  JoluuoD.  Jamea  D.  Balnt 
J.  Arlhur  llalnl,  E.  \v.  Dnabam.  Lee  Selben- 
wn'il  "■  ''■""•"^  H.  H. 

Amu, II, :    Jnhn  A.  Uad.  Sterling  p.  Oen>- 
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Planu,  Loala  Lanet. 
John  a  HoQfate.  ClUTot^  w. 


IVarsuw : 
Frauk  Hall.. 

Ijl  llarim 
Warner. 

Ilanillli.n:  W.lUoe  U.  Hiuin>>>r>T.  O  C.  Uc- 
Cartner. 

Base):    WlllUm  II.  Danioa 

Dallas  Clrj  :    o  C  Klrt^atilct. 

n„m„:  Cbaplca  Cro«U»l  Iremly  de- 
ceaaifll. 

W.-^t  I'.,li,( :  i,a>e«  I.  UulcT. 
 .-^.'s.  GroToL 

Ij.i.S  Tli.f,.  tiir*  been  two  atUltJoM  to  the 
I'ur  ..r  ilu.  .i.only,  Fraaklia  M.  Bamcll.  aoo 
ot  Il„„.  K  liiian,  u.  Hartaril.  a>l  EaU  W.  Bell, 
who  read  !.»  with  SmttU  i  CalEt 

iiTjiit  ctacrrrr  cocar  caaia 

Trial  and  Kieentloa  of  WUUaa 
Fralm.  (TTie  only  exceotloa  bj 
court  In  thU  coQoty.) 

nie  t,per,  ta  Uleir  ^  w^w-m^  m 

be  rfjnnl  bj  tl>e  defendant  m  aKaad  by  Ua 
mark.  iQilIcaUac  that  be  van  BMte 
his  name.  For  thla  ivaaoa  tban  to  cnmm 
In  the  paperi  and  teeord.  aa  tn  Ibn  o«hacn|ky 
.  .J,"**  •«  apeM 

'•Frakoi.-  .ooeuinea;  Tralaae.'  and  MMCbaca 
■Prafne.-  Vn.il,  Ji, '|fcf,,a,  „  ^  ImMM  M 


"cmted  aa  WlUtam  Fralm.  It  la  .t.i_t  i.  .k 
defendant-,  plea  „„  „,  u^.^'^;  t.T^Jl^ 
Ins  FMln. 

Th.  ,lndletn.ent  aetlnat  wmUn,  Fraln.  f„e 
mnrder  waa  returned  b,  the  mod  InrTT.  .1 
June  tenn.  ,838.  o,  Uie^lrt^lfSn,  °o7^"! 
ler  c^nty.  Thb  l.dlctn,.„,  „hlch  I.  tl^Se 
defendant,  -not  haelng  the  fear  „,  OodtafSJ^ 

.^T'^    l^""  ftth  .  iS 

-bleh  he  .truck  and  thruat  Intnflhe  lef, 
of  the  br«.t.  the  wound  belne  a  iortal 
tron  which  the  a.saanlted  man  InjUntly 
The  indictment  1,  .l„ed.  -H.  I.  Bry^l "  St^Si 
A«on».y.'  and  bear,  an  lndor»ment  a.  fol- 
--FIW  Jon,  e.  ,83*.  Bobt.  A.  Ol.^. 
„  '"'"cunent  U  alao  Indorwd.  -A  true 
bUL  Peter  N.  II„,„e.  ,„^„  „,  ,^  ^ 
jury.  The  name,  of  the  wltnc^a  endor^  on 
lb.  Indictment  .re  John  Hammond  Ujera.  John 
r.  >ey.  ChrlslUn  Lanjaer.  Henry  Wel«*e<le 
.Vnlon,  Ut^r.  Jo»pb  Uofman.  Another  He 
"ark  on  the  Indictment  relatea  to  the  tnae 
after  It  had  been  tranaferred  by  cban««  of 
eenne  to  the  CTrenlt  Conn  of  Hancoek  Oonily 
and  ia  a.  follow:  "Filed  March  u.  1S».  Wealer 
JJr'!"'-  "■       <^        S.  oua,  winian* 

T**  coaiTenln«  order  for  the  June  term  of  (be 
tlrenlt  Coon  of  Schuyler  County.  In  Ihe  year 
IraiahowatbefollowtotoBceniprjint:  Hon. 
Jame.  II  Balaton.  Jodfe:  H.  I»  Brtant.  Stal^a 
Attorwej ;  fioM.  A.  Glenn.  Clerk :  aid  J.  o.  Hc- 
lUtton.  aberlff.  On  June  7.  WSS.  a  motion  by 
defendant  foe  a  CDotlnnanca  was  aoalalncd  and 
the  defendant  waa  remanded  to  JalL 

Cte  Noraiaber  a  IS38.  while  the  t^nae  waa 
pendlm  b  the  Circuit  Court  of  Schoyiir  County, 
''*c*ey,  attorney  for  defendant,  care  noUce  that 
be  wouM  mnAj  lor  a  chance  of  renoe  -on  ae- 
CT-uat  of  Ihe  perjodlce  of  the  minds  of  the  in- 
haMtantj  ftrhnyler  Coonly  w  that  he  ftha 
de*»»danti  ran  not  hare  a  fair  trial.-  It  la 
al*»  aCatsd  In  the  petition  that  -|rr«t  pnhis  bar* 
been  ukea  tn  peejadte  the  ainda  of  the  In- 
bsMtant.  ,<  the  cnuntle.  of  Cass.  Fulbn  and 
MefMannah  saainst  your  petltlAoer  end  that 
lhay  are  pcaJwUred  acaiast  bina.-   The  cba^ 

•■••a  ynfltlenMf  for  was  granted.  Clirlstlaa 
John  Fay  were  reemcnized  as  irlb- 
ae»a»  for  Ibe  fnpje  In  the  ana  of  s4oO  each. 
A  traaaerlvc  of  the  rmrd  dstsd  MarHh  Ck  U39. 
was  frsaAHisd  to  the  derk  of  tba  CSraiU 
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Court  of  Hancock  Count;  nnd  filed  In  (he  clerk's 
oflkv  as  alrcodj  stated,  oa  Uarcti  13,  1639. 

The  rcvord  ehows  that  ttac  defendant  bad  al- 
mdj'  plndDd  not  gulltr,  itnE\verlne  wbcn  the 
ludlctnicnt  was  read  to  Mm,  "Ibnt  he  was  not 
Rnlltjr  and  miDlcd  a  fair  trial  and  a  just  one." 
At  tlie  mmc  time  bis  counsel  tendered  a  writ- 
Icii  plea  of  not  guilt}'  which  the  court  ordered 
to  t)C  Died.  Tlie  defendant  by  his  counsel  asked 
leave  of  the  court  to  withdraw  the  oral  plea, 
leave  to  do  which  was  refused.  Tlic  dcfendaat 
objected  to  going  to  trial  until  the  prosecution 
should  in  some  mauncr  replj-  to  his  written  plea, 
but  the  court  overmled  the  objection  and  de- 
cided that  the  prisoner  should  go  to  trial  and 
ordered  a  Jury  to  be  called  for  that  purpose, 
to  wblch  opinion  and  decision  the  defendant 
excepted.  The  foregoing  facts  are  shown  by  the 
bill  of  eiccptiuns  signed  and  seated  hy  the 
Judge  on  April  23.  IgSO.  Subpoenas  were  Issued 
for  the  following  witnesses  for  defendant: 
David  Martin,  tMwnrd  Buckley,  Mary  Miller 
and  John  Allen.  David  Martin  was  served  with 
Eubpoeua,  but  the  others  were  not.  Among  the 
wllnpsses  testifying  for  the  people  were  John 
Peter  Fey  and  ChrlBtlun  Ijingner,  each  of  whom 
flled  an  alHdavIt  for  bis  fees.  Fey  giving  his 
mileage  as  flfty-three  miles  and  Laugner  giving 
bis  as  fifty-nine. 

The  trial  wag  a  very  brief  one,  having  been 
commenced  and  concluded  in  one  day,  Monday, 
April  12,  1830.  The  Hon.  James  H.  Ralston 
wa.s  the  Judge  who  presided  at  the  trial. 

At  the  lime  of  this  triol  the  old  common  law 
of  England  prevailed  whereby  a  defendant  in  a 
ease  of  this  kind  was  not  permitted  to  testify  in 
hla  own  behalf.  It  was  also  the  law  at  that 
lime  that  the  Jury  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the 
punishment  to  be  Inflicted  under  a  verdict  of 
guilty  of  murder,  but  the  law  prescribed  capital 
punishment  In  every  ease,  and  the  Judgment  of 
the  court  upon  a  verdict  of  guilty  determined 
ibc  time  and  place  of  the  execution. 

nie  verdict  of  Ibc  Jury  was  as  follows:  "We, 
the  Jury,  find  the  defendant  guilty  of  murder 
OB  charged  In  the  Indictment."  The  paper  on 
which  this  verdict  is  written  is  marked  "ver- 
dict," It  l.«  not  signed  or  marked  "flled."  Signing 
was  not  necessary  If  the  verdict  was  pronounced 
in  open  court  and  filing  of  this  paper  was  not 
neccs-sary  If  the  records  show  that  the  verdict 
was  rendered  by  the  Jury. 

The  names  of  the  Jurors  were  as  follows: 
John  C.  Kimbrough.  Joseph  Llonberger,  John 


Hnckens,  Daniel  H.  "Wells,  Andrew  B. 
James  Welch,  Nattmn  Mason,  Moses  Stev 
John  D.  Metleu,  James  M.  Renshaw,  Alfred 
Mead  and  David  Brauk. 

-  At  this  point  in  the  proceedings  the  name  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  afterwards  the  great-war 
president,  appears  in  a  motion  in  arrest  of 
Judgment  si^ed  "Lincoln,  p.  d.,"  that  Is,  Lincoln 
pro  (or  for)ldefeni3ant,  which  motion  was  filed 
ou  April  _25,  1839.  Doubtless  Mr.  Dbacoln  took 
part  In  tlie  trial,  although  this  is  hts  first  ap- 
pearance by  name  In  the  papers. 

A  copy  of  the  motion  in  arrest  of  Judgment, 
evidently  in  Lincoln's  handwriting,  is  among  the* 
flics  of  the  case  in  the  ofiice  of  the  clerk  oC 
the  Circuit  Court  of  this  county.  This  motion 
Is  clear  in  statement,  correct  in  orthography 
and  composition,  and  shows  Mr.  Lincoln,  who 
was  thirty  years  of  age  at  that  time,  to  have 
been  well  qualified  for  the  preparation  of  such 
legal  documents.  This  writing  was  ca  rried 
away  from  the. courthouse  at  one  time  anil  used 
in  a  distant  part  of  the  county  as  a  specimen 
of  Mr.  Lincoln's  handwriting,  but  It  was  after- 
wards returned  to  the  files  in  our  circuit  clerk's 
olBce  upon  application  of  the  clerk  therefor 
after  he  had  learned  the  name  of  the  unlawful 
custodian  of  the  document. 

This  motion  in  arrest  of  Judgment  was  aa 
follows ; 

"William  Fraim  1 

ads.      ;    I  Indictment  for  Murder. 
The  People  J 
And  the  said  Deft,  comes  and  moves  the 
court  in  arrest  of  Judgment  in  this  case  for 
the  following  reasons,  towit: 

1 —  The  Record  in  this  cause  does  not  auffi- 
ciently  show  that  an  indictment  was  found  by 
a  grand  jury  of  the  country  against  the  De- 
fendant Fralm. 

2—  The  Record  In  this  cause  does  not  show 
tliat  a  grand  jury  was  empannelled  (an  author-  ' 
ized  spelling)  at  the  Term  of  the  Court 
at  which  the  indictment  purports  to  have  been 

3—  There  is  no  sufficient  record  in  this'cuuse 
to  authorize  the  Court  to  try  the  Deft  and  pro- 
nounce judgment;  upon  him. 

4—  The  record  from  the  Schuyler  Circuit 
Court  is  defectively  and  ImperfecUy  certlfled. 

5—  The  said  record  Is  otherwise  informal, 
erroneous  and  iusufflcient. 

0— The  indictment  is  bad  in  this,  that  it 
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does  not  show  with  sufllclciit  ccrlalotr.  In  the 
concloslon,  whether  Ihc  Ui-ft.  was  the  murderer, 
or  the  ninrdercd  man. 

7  The  Indlctmeut  In  bad,  In  tlic  cooclnalon. 

In  not  showing  that  the  munlcr  was  committed 
In  the  nurnner  and  by  tha  meant  before  stated 
In  the  tndlclmenL 

»— Thr>  mill  Indictment  U  otherwise  Informol 
nod  InaulDclent 

For  all  which  nld  reamnH  Uid  aald  Deft. 
movM  the  Ooart  In  arrest  of  Judgmont  herein. 

Lincoln,  p.  d." 

Tlie  Jiidgmrat  of  tlic  court  dispovlng  of  the 
motion  In  arrest  and  pcnleiirlnn  the  defcndnnt 
lo  be  liancetl.  which  wai  roiidi-rwl  on  ThurwlBy, 
April  2Slh.  la  an  follow*: 

"ThU  daj  the  jirlwner  William  Fralm  WBi 
apilD  Iml  to  the  Inr  In  Ihc  mitodjr  of  tho 
rtironcr,  and  the  motion  madr  on  re«lenlajr  Id 
nrrvflt  of  Judgment  bclnji  futl^  nrgiietl.  and  upon 
due  connlderatlon.  It  ta  onlewl  by  the  rourl  that 
the  «ld  moltou  Id  arrv«t  of  JndmDnnt  be  orer- 
mini.  And  It  being  drmnridMl  of  (be  prlMncr 
bjr  the  court  wliat  be  had  or  know  to  nrRe  In 
Ibin  beliBlf  why  jodgmrnt  nhimlil  imt  now  bo 
pritnouncnl  agaloat  blm.  and  the  mIiI  dofendant 
having  nothing  to  urco  p»<-»ti1  wlint  had  Ikvu 
MoTV  urged  In  Ihl*  behalf:  It  I-  tliorefun-  con- 
■lilrml  Uy  the  Court  Ibnt  tlic  Mid  Wllllnm 
Fralm  l>e  hanged  by  the  iii^k  till  be  Ik-  dead. 
It  U  further  onlered  by  Ihe  Court  that  the 
Shvrlff  of  Ihp  aald  Oounly  of  llnucock  do  cauno 
execullon  of  tiiU  M-Dlriice  to  Im>  done  and  imt- 
formrd  upnn  the  body  of  lilm  (he  Mild  Wllllnm 
Fraim  on  Katurday  the  eljtbtppntb  day  of  Mny 
ncil  iK'twwH  Ibo  hour*  of  twelve  o'clock  Meri- 
dian, and  two  o'clock  Voft  Uerbllnn  of  uilil 
day  "D  a  gallowa  lo  be  errclnl  within  one  nilli- 
of  the  Town  iif  Carlhate  In  wM  Cmnly.  It  1^ 
fiirUier  ofileml  (liat  the  Mild  William  Fralm 
iwy  all  the  coau  of  IhU  aull.  And  tlie  Hald 
William  Fralm  U  commltlol  t»  the  cuBto<ly  of 
the  Hliorlff  of  nhl  Couniy.  to  l«-  by  him  kept 
Id  c1(m>  cun(lnem<^l  until  the  (■enlenw>  \*  eie- 
ciiii'd.  It  la  fDnlier  onlcrwl  Ihai  the  nerk  of 
Ihia  Court  make  anil  rerilfy  a  ctipy  "f  lhl« 
onler  and  <lellTer  the  wimp  tt.  the  cln  rlfr  of  wild 
<*oMnly,  which  aholl  wimili-nt  muhorltj  lu 
the  hauda  of  aid  Hbcrirr  lo  mrrj  Into  rlTivt 
thn  forvKoIng  Judxmrnt." 

TliU  caw  wa*  not  takru  to  the  Kuprome 
Court.  Tlip  di'fendnut  wa<  ciwuird  purauant 
to  the  ncnteuce  of  the  rtmdt  court. 


Tlie  execution  of  this  unfortunate  man  oc- 
curred elghty-oLp  yenre  ago,  and  tliore  are  few 
persons  now  llvliic  wbo  have  any  personal  recol- 
lection of  the  fiu'ls.  It  is  well  known,  how- 
ever. Ibnt  the  execution  was  in  a  field  southi 
cnjit  of  Cnrthnpe,  wns  inibllc.  and  was  attendeii 
by  n  larpo  crowd  of  people  from  all  parts  of  the 
county  and  even  from  adjoining  counties.  It  is 
mid  lliat  some  at  tlicRe  Riicctntor.>t  brought  their 
fRmlllns  nnd  their  dinners  anil  made  a  sort  of 
pIcDlc  of  the  occnstnn.  Not  only  were  adults 
present,  but  yonng  boys  anil  girls,  nnd  ereu  lit- 
tle children.  One  of  our  woll-knowii  Carthage 
cItlKcnH,  then  a  mere  child,  waa  prc-ient,  nnd 
has  Honip  recullecllon  of  the  occurrence,  and 
rf«inslnlly  of  the  fact  that  the  prisoner  made 
noiue  remarkn  of  warning  to  others  just  prior 
In  hh  execution.  SUice  that  day,  the  great  ctU 
of  public  executions  lins  been  corrected  by  a 
Mnlute  requiring  the*o  executions  to  be  con- 
dnctMl  privately,  with  only  a  few  wltnessea  In 
ntlciiibiiice.  The  (klerreni  pfToct  of  such  a 
public  spivlncle  Ih  more  ttinii  ruuiilerbalanccd 
by  ihi-  evils  rr.iulllni;  frnui  the  uiisponkablo  cu- 
rlo>.lt,\  iif  many  i^tiple  lo  behold  n  tragedy  In- 
viilvlnk'  Ilii'  MilTiTliiKw  of  a  human  being. 

Aitilllliiiiiil  uiiittiTH  In  connecllon  Willi  this 
niM-  iin-  sliiiHii  li.v  the  records  of  the  County 
l'.ii[iriiU-li'rier.i  Courl.  nnd  are  hero  given  ns  they 
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"ll  Is  onicred  lliat  the  fidlowinB  pcrBOne  be 
nlloniil  the  full'iwIiiK  mims  on  the  certificates 
iif  ihe  t'i>ri)ner  fur  minrdlng  Frame,  a  prisoner 
from  KLhuyUr  Counly: 

Tlmniris  s.  Kluibri.ugb,  Bevendollars  JT.OO 
Wpo  V.  M.ftnre,  Bevendollars  »7.00 

(icTKi-  W.  StlKall,  Bevendollars  JT.OO 

K.  llri  .-<llove.  three  dollars  $3.00 

Dnvlil  llvilUwortli.  three  dollars  ^3.00" 

"It  Ik  ordered  Ibat  the  following  persons  be  al- 
lowcfl  the  f..lIowluK  "ums  on  the  ccrllflcate  of 
the  SluTirr  for  Eiiardlng  Frame,  a  prisoner  from 
Schuyler  County: 

TlioiJin-.  S.  Kl  mil  roil  Kb,  twenty  dollara  520.00 
Wui.  I'.  MK'lure,  twentj- dollars  520.00 

Diivhl  H.-llUworlh,  twenty  dollars  *20.00 
Nulhiin  Mason,  twenty  dollars  520.00" 

"It  la  onlercil  Hint  Eilniund  G.  Haggard  bo 
allownl  Hie  fum  of  sixty-one  dollars  and  eleven 
crnla— forty-nine  dollars  nnd  twenty-four  cents 
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,  ,  Ibc  <ftar^  tor  mmtftta  M  tfce 


1  nt  rwenty-a»*  Joi- 


nt to  Akt 
Ifcii  nr.  to  tflumrt  tte 

,n,,,j  Ac  MB  afz  <Mlan  for  eurdifiS 
VCUK.  •  iiiTwi  bw»  Sdnjlei'  ConsfT-" 

-It  to  «i*t«4  tbtf  &  Thompwo  mlbmtd 
^         «f  II  Ibe  aane  bring  b>T  A. 

Ctmlin  r   «r*tan  im  popltos;  Frame.  >  pH*- 


m  to  tfcAOT<  (bat  IfaDws  Uasoa  be  klkrwed 
piarrttag  rnme.  *  prlmoer  frora 
r,  «a  tte  rtrtlSeate  of  the  eoto- 

-n  li'M^raJ  ttat  tiK  d«Tk  of  thU  court  cer- 
Htf  cb  tk*  Oinnrj  OnnmiwJionera'  Coart  of 
SiftByWr  Coonty  U»  fmrloos  amoonts  allowed 
e»  at*  wtrtml  perxnn  for  tbelr  dalnu  for 
■  pianlinx  and  fopporttee  (and  Other  dmr^  np 
ttt  tlw  ereaiihm  and  bortal)  WUliam  Frame,  a 
fftitooer  from  mU  coontr  of  Sclnij-l«r." 

Tbr  foDovme  ■(«imt  of  the  eiecntion  of 
WUUam  (FltMlasJ  Fralm  waa  written  by  Mrs. 
Eododa  Baldwin  Uanh.  and  pnbliabed  bj 
Tm  How*aD-SrTOASo«  Coiir*.^  of  Chicago, 
JUhmi*.  lo  No-  3  of  y<a.  2  of  Social  Progress  and 
to  pQbUabed  beiv  the  coarteoaf  pennisioii 
of  that  cnnpBQj. 

(lira.  Mar'b  dW  recently  at  her  home  in 
W«Mw.  She  was  the  wife  of  Jodge  John  W. 
Kara^  a  weB-kninrn  ■ttarnej  of  Hancock 
Cmaxj.  and  at  «■»  ttne  JndEe  oC  the  comty 
mmit  lUi  iiMiilj  WteB  Fnim  vns  en- 
AtaA.  an.  Van*  wma  tat  a  BtUe  fiA  aad  hei 
L.  la  ptxt.  apuB 


 «  jjec  onme  ftir  ttte 


wiv  Mra.  Manti  «peata  at  mm 
rnim.  The  trial  occnrrnl  in  ApiU  r— 
Mjj,  an  the  recorda  th<vw.  aniT 

death  wa*  pTMioonced  on  April  ;  .  , 

rtrrlcd  Into  effect  on  May  IStli.  and  n«  lw»  «  : 
1hr<«  mfljiilKt  afterwnrdi*.  WiA 
(lona  Ihe  irtlrle  of  Mtjl  Harsh  ta  tc 
u  hbH>r*.  Ail  eiplaoatrtry  of  enram  awe- 
m«iU  made  In  Mrs.  Sfawft-a  artiele.  It  laay  be 
mied  that  the  InryrDom  in  Oie  mOSfmsn.  ear- 
ner of  the  new  cnartaonae,  in  wh&th  Oe  bm- 
ooer  waj  confined,  waa  In  the  aecnod  ataer.  anil 
on  the  Mine  floor  aa  the  coanroam.  and  waa 
ermnected  Uierrwiti  6y  a  door.  The  lot;  atSmOr- 
iMwae  referred  to  as  atawat  direcUy  opposite  Ok 
room  In  which  the  prisoner  was  cooflned.  was  the 
old  log  OMirthooae.  ao  loneer  oeeiled  fisE  m.  e 
hooae.  and  then  used,  u  ir  hnd  been  C 
at  certain  times,  tor  scJiool  parpnaes.  WMe 
the  prfcwner  waa  omstascXT  under  gnaxtf  by  Jie 
sheriff  or  his  df^ntr,  thia  was  nut  abms  by 
-  Hie  aberiS  or  dcpntj  in  peoon.  hnt  by  sue  or 
more  of  tl»e  ^roards  employed  Sir  that  poxpoR. 
whose  names  appear  in  the  ordea  of  the  CauiUj 
CommissionerF*  Coart  aho^e  set  fiirifi-) 

"In  IS&I  a  new  bcitA  coartSuKiae  was  builK 
tl»e  center  of  the  po&Bc  sfiEUe  at  C*i  f*au' 
Soon  after  \  '    '        -----  — ^  "  «- 


Ckrtha^  to'  scaiad  bis  tnU.  Ibis  omk:  ptacs  i: 
Uay.  and  be  wa^  firaml  Te^Sj  ami  ^ 
be  handed,  as  1 
later.    The  jail  i 


aliao^  dii««tly 
Always  > 

we  were  at  play,  Ctex&  sat 
wiidted         We  wqaM  si 

the  5t»-i<iAr  of  the  «wfil  i— —  -  

He  &eqseBtIy  taitsd  witS:  us.  al!«js  i 
-  CriMJdIy.  cbeerM  way    B?  w3S  QtH  af  f~ 

-  f  ^  t 

ke  wwU  ttcwv  mt  a  cqr  *^   

rinl  jak^  always  fafpt  tte  siit^  i 
cry  t»  get  »xy  rf  tfte  <lt^rS*^ 
~<Cbar1&e  w»:=  iecacriK  Sy  a  dku^  rihi«t 

uHfs:.  fa^fftmnj  t*  a  Ikirse  ij  

ft  B.-i^  t^l?  Ubimter  wttene*^  !te  wKttsI  i 
lirwL  6iLaf-*iiiwa  Ewnt.  was  t 

t.ua».        ecit^  ite  sitCTlI  A  Ha;  AqjaET 
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always  In  the  room.  They  treated  him  with 
great  klndnoss  and  lonleucy,  however,  for  he 
wQB  a  pleasant  ond  eDgaglng  boy,  a  red-headed 
Irlshuinn,  only  twenty-oac  yeara  old.  Ho  was 
fuU  of  the  fun  of  his  race,  and  continually 
tCHScd  his  jailers  and  joked  with  them.  It  was 
under  the  Influonte  of  liquor  that  ho  had  given 
way  to  anger  and  committed  the  crime  for 
wlilch  he  was  required  to  forfeit  Ma  life. 

"On  Uie  day  of  the  execution,  long  before 
siinrlao,  we  Lcnnl  tlio  rumble  of  henry  farm 
wagons  rolling  Into  town  from  nil  dIrccUona. 
Hy  auarlso  the  little  town  was  thronged  with 
men,  women  and  children,  afoot,  on  horseback 
and  lu  wagons.  Home  cumo  fifty  miles,  a  few 
oven  a  hundred,  to  witness  tlie  grueaomo  night. 
School  dlsmlBsod  for  the  day.  At  our  homo  the 
morning  hours  dragged  slowly  by.  BFcryone 
wna  too  wrought  up  to  work  according  to  the 
usmil  ritual;  Anne  said  stao  felt  choked.  In 
order,  I  Huppose,  to  relievo  the  nervous  excite- 
ment, the  teacher,  who  was  boarding  at  our 
bouse  at  the  time,— Mr.  French  of  the  uncertain 
tpmpci— proposed  that  we  have  some  music. 
Lowell  Mason's  'Hook  of  Sacred  Music'  was 
brought  out,  and  wo  all  Joined  In  singing  a  num- 

bL'P  of  hymns.   Among  others,  we  sang  'Ariel'  

'Oh,  could  I  sing  the  matchless  wortli."  Our 
volcGH  ruse  high  and  sweet,  blending  melodiously 
with  lliL>  tones  of  the  flute.  The  rhythm  of  the 
stnlrly  niuolc,  ajid  the  ecstatic  nature  of  the 
worils  almost  lifted  me  out  of  myself, 

I'd  soar  to  touch  the  heavenly  strings 
And  vie  with  Oabrlol  while  he  ainga 
In  notea  almost  divine. 
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Well,  the  delightful  doy  wUl  come 
When  my  dear  Lord  will  bring  me  home. 

1  wondered  If.aftor  they  had  taken  poor  Charlie 
rnime's  life,  he  loo  would  'soar'  and  call  this 
a  'delightful  day.'  It  was  quilo  sure  my  baby 
brother  and  Sister  Alice  were  In  that  'home,' 
hut  1  did  not  know  whether  poor  Charlie's  kind- 
ness to  us  children  would  make  him  good  enough 
to  he  taken  to  be  with  them. 

"After  dinner,  Father  and  my  brothers  sad- 
dled horsct  and  made  ready  to  go.  1  asked 
them  to  take  me,  but  they  all  said,  'Do  you 
suppose  we'd  take  a  girl  to  a  hanging?  No, 
Bir-ee;  you  stay  at  home  with  Mother  like  a 
good  girl."  However,  soon  after  they  left, 
Mother,  Anne  and  Mr.  French  decided  to  walk 
Intd  town.   To  comfort  mo,  they  took  me  along. 
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Mother  and  I  went  to  caU  on  a  friend  living  on 
the  north  side  of  the  sqoare,  and  Anne  and  Mr. 
French  went  on  a  block  or  two  farther  to  m 
flome  other  frtenda.  - 

"WhUe  Mother  and  hor  friend  talked  I  strolled 
out  oa  the  deserted  atreeL  Presently  a  man 
who  frequenUy  camo  to  our  house  oa  buslneii 
drove  by.  Seeing  me  alone,  he  stopped  bl.  ■ 
horse  and  naked,  'Sis,  would  you  like  to  ride 
out  and  see  the  hanging?'  ij 
mc7^^^'  ^  'yiiM  yon  take 

"  'Of  course,'  he  repUed.  'Jump  In  • 
"Before  I  had  time  to  think  of  what  1  wai 
dolag.  bo  had  takea  mo  by  the  hand,  lifted  me  ' 
to  a  seat  by  his  sldo  and  was  driving  rapidly 
on  the  well-henten  way.  The  place  of  eieeuUon 
waa  less  than  a  mile  away,  southeast  of  town, 
and  wo  soon  reached  tho  edge  of  the  crowd. 
From  there,  by  slow  degrees,  ho  edged  bis  Ught 
buggy  through  tlie  press  of  people  and  tho  jam 
of  vehlcloa,  to  tho  very  heart  of  It  all,  to  the 
piteous  spectacle  that  had  drawn  together  the 
vast  throng.  Fortunately  for  my  peace  of  mind, 
wo  were  only  hi  time  to  see  a  perfectly  stlU 
flgnre.  whose  face  was  covered  by  a  black  cap 
and  whoso  body  was  attired  In  a  blue  Jacket 
and  white  trousers.  For,  at  one  time  in  hla 
short  life,  poor  Chnrllc  had  been  a  eallor.  What 
a  Bight  to  take  n  seven-year-old  girl  to  scol 
But  In  Justice  to  my  escort,  I  mtfst  say  that 
he  was  an  ex-shorlff  and  probably  U  Inured  to 
oxecuUons  that  ho  considered  It  no  harm  to 
gratify  a  child's  curlosltj-.  : 

"We  remained  hut  a  moment,  then  ogaln 
forced  a  way  through  tho  throng.  Driving  rap- 
Idly  hack  to  town,  my  companion  set  me  down 
where  ho  had  found  me,  and  I  wont  timidly 
Into  tho  houBo.  My  absence  had  not  been 
noted ;  Mother  and  her  friend  were  still  talklag. 
Neither  Father  nor  my  brothers  had  seea  me] 
HO  no  one  knew  of  my  escapade.  But  I  was  un- 
happy. welghe<l  down  by  tho  remembrance  of 
poor  Charlie's  limp  body  and  ashamed  that  I 
had  gone  without  Mother's  conseat.  After  a 
time  tho  burden  grew  too  heavy  to  bear,  so  I 
told  Mother  the  whole  story.  Much  to  my  sur- 
prise, she  was  less  vexed  with  me  than  with  * 
the  man  who  took  me.  She  was  so  shocked  and 
grievod  that  my  childish  eyes  shoulb  have 
looked  upon  such  a  sight  that  I  assured  her 
over  and  over  again  that  'I  would  never  do  it 
again' — a  promise  that  has  never  proved  diffi- 
cult to  keep. 
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-Some  jcors  atler,  Dick  told  n>e  Hat  He  E»l- 
r  TLm^  migbt  .lew  .he  .T,ee,«de.  Tl>e 
*,ln  l.T,he  ™««e  »<  .  short  sjeech,  .poke 

to  the — ---■r.runs 

If  thiT  woulil  stay  at  uomi-  lu""- 
0  ihe  „.r„e  ot  thel.  hoo-olda.  there  w.uhl 
U,  IB^  erlnie  nod  trouble  hi  the  iiorKl.  Just, 
the  hloek  cup  nos  ohout  to  he  ndjosteU,  he 
Oeld  op  he.  heod,  eod  to.h  ooe  lo„K.  lloEerhre 
look  ot  the  hrenthless  throne,  the  sooUt  heioi, 
„oJ  the  distant  horWn.  Then.  Ulthif  his  cjes 
to  the  hlue  sky  and  stretchkiE  ont  his  nrrns. 
he  erled.  'Oh.  elemlty,  eternity,  I  drcnd  thee. 

THE  KIIXISO  OF  DB,  SAUim,  UABSllALL,  COUNTy 
('t,ESK,  nV  OENEBAr.  SllKOl  B-  OEMINO,  5HEBIFF 

(June  24,  IStS,  at  the  Court-house.) 

s  thus  given  in 
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The  ncwunt  of  tbis  h 
Sir.  Grwe's  blstotr: 

"On  Tuewlny,  June  2-i,  lSi5,  an  altercnt 
o.vnrrr-,1  be.w.ra  Dr.  Samuel  Marsl.all,  county 
rl.Tk.  Olid  tlic  sheriff  of  the  county,  General 
IieniinK  whidi  rrsulted  In  the  ilenth  oC  the 
former  at  the  hands  of  the  latter.    The  dm 
ruliy  awe  In  rpgard  to  some  mistake  in  official 
Imslness.    Doctor  Mnrshall  was  a  very  exact 
nml  imm-tuiil  man  in  all  bis  affairs  and  be-  ex- 
Iiwtwl  others  to  he  o«iually  so,  ana  tuc  i.i;ueiiu 
apimrcnt  ciirelessness  in  the  matter  In  dispute 
Irrltatiil  liini.    A  sfuffle  ensued,  iu  the  midst 
(if  wlilch  (ii-nenil  Demlng  drew  n  pistol  and  shot 
Wft  nntnii'inlst.    Tlic  affair  was  a  very  unfor- 
liiiiiiie  iiui',  lit  It  re^\ilteil  In  the  death  of  a  most 
(«liinahle  cltlwii  and  jiublic  officer,  and  .iildod 
to  thp  cji  lli'incnt  already  existing  in  the  county. 
(Tills  exfl  I  fluent  related  to  the  Jlormon  difli- 
niltle*.  and  |.iirticularly  the  recent  trial  and 
amiiittal  of  men  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
.lost-i.li  Siiillh.l    A  Utile  scif-control  and  mod- 
rnillon  i.ii  llic  part  of  both,  and  the  conflict 
iiilelit  Lave  been  avoided.     Doctor  Marshall 
wafi  a  ?^Iri>rik'  Anti-Monnon  In  Ills  feelings  and 
principles,  and  had  the  full  ronfldence  of  the 
party:  yet  be  resolutely  refused  to  sanction  any 
of  their  unlawful  jiroeeedinps.    He  was  one  of 
tlinl  small  number  who  believed  it  better  to 
HuTer  all  the  ills  ot  MorDionism,  rather  tlian 
resort  to  lllecal  and  violent  measures  for  re- 

"neneral  Deming  wan  at  once  talten  Into  cus- 
tody by  the  coroner,  and  a  jury  of  inquest  sum- 
nnncd.  Tlie  Jury  letumed  a  verdict  of  "Murder 
without  pullldent  cause  or  provocation."  This 


occurred  on  the  day  set  for  the  special  terir 
court  for  tbe  trial  of  the  persons  charged  v 
the  murder  ot  Hyrum  Smith.  The  court  op^ 
about  five  in  the  afternoon,  and  two  hours  £ 
the  tragedy  Deming  was  brought  into  court, 
stated  that  he  was  desirous  to  have  a  g: 
jury  iuipa^ieled  for  the  investigation  of  this  o 
The  court  ordered  the  coroner  to  sum 
grand  jurj  by  the  next  morDing.   The  i 
then  inquired  it  there  was  no  process  tfy 
be  might  "be  admitted  to  bail  during  the  ] 
dency  of  the  investlgaUon,  to  which  the  ( 
gave  a  negative  answer.    On  Wednesday  n  _ 
ing  a  jury  was  Impaneled,  and  charged  by  J 
court,  and  at  three  in  the  afternoon  brought^ 
court  a  bill  for  murder,  with  counts  for  m\ 
slaughter.    It  was  stated  that  the  vote  st^ 
in  the  Jury  room  sixteen  to  three, 

"A  moUon  was  made  by  Detuing's  counse^ 
admit  him  to  ball,  and.  after  hearing,  he  y 
admitted  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  §5.000.    Bail  X 
given  and  he  was  discharged  from  custody.l|L 
".Mr,  Deming  resigned  the  office  of  sheg 
and  an  election  was  ordered  to  fill  the  vacaj 
to  take  plHce  August  11th.  resulting  in  tl»e 
tion  of  J.  B.  Backenstos  by  the  following  voteyi 
Backenstos,  2,334 ;  John  Scott,  750 ;  scatterfidg,  • 


11-  „'  i 

"Jlr.  Deming  was  never  brought  to  trial.  He  , 
was  striikkn  with  congestive  fever,  no  doubt  ; 
brought  oif  or  aggravated  by  excitement, 
died  on  tbi  lOtb  of  September,  and  was  buft® 
in  Quincy  by  his  brother's  side."  ' . :  J 


ISAAC  n,  RITTEB  THAOEDY 

(June  20,  1863.) 


1 


The  per.sons  involved  in  this  tragic  event  were 
Isaac  B.  Rltter,  Armstead  M.  Ossman,  Robert 
Inghrnm,  John  Sample,  and  the  witnesses  who 
pursued  Ritter,  sometimes  called  Uie  "poaae," 
and  sometimes  the  "mob."  Isaac  B.  Ritter  died 
on  Juno  29,  ISHS.  aged  thirty-two  years,  and 
was  buried,  first,  in  Barues'  Cemetery  northwest 
of  Carthage,  and  was  after  reinterred  in  the 
the  old  Carthage  Cemetery  in  tbe  southeast  part 
of  the  city. 

Armstead  M.  Ossman  was  a  KentuckJnn,  who 
bad  been  in  partnership  with  Jesse  0.  WlUiama 
in  merchandising,  in  Carthage,  and  was  In  that 
business  wOen  be  was  shot  by  Mr.  Ritter.  Mf. 
Ossman  died  on  July  9,  1803,  at  the  age  oE  a. 
little  less  than  thirty-five  years.  (The  name, 
has  been  variously  si>elled,  "Osmon,"  "OSfS^St'' 
and  "Osnian,"  but  his  name,  as  He  wrote 
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[ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
!  DEFENDED  SLAYER 
IN  THIS  COUNTY 


LOST   CASE    OF    ONLY  MAN 
EVER  HANGED  IN  HAN- 
COCK COUNTY 


While  Maurice  Wells  was  check- 
ing: records  in  the  Schuyler  coun- 
ty court  house  at  Rushvilie  recent- 
ly an  interestine: 
made 


(foing  over  iL'gal  docu- 
nionts,  some  of  which  had  beei 
filed  more  than  a  century  ago.  Ht 
came  across  a  record  of  the  Field- 
ing' Frame  murder  case,  which 
oi'iginally  filed  in  Schuyler  county 
in  18:ia,  and  taken  to  Hancock 
jounty  on  a  change  of  venue.  Abra- 
liam  Lincoln  was  one  of  the  attor- 
neys, 

Mr,  Wells  tried  to  make  a  com- 
plete inspection  of  the  papers  in 
this  case,  but  he  was  too  late,  for 
they  were  not  there.  Evidently 
years  ago  these  files  had  been 
ed,  as  all  that  remained  of  the  > 
papers,  was  the  folder  in  w 
they  had  been  filed,  and  the  o 


inal 


ant. 


All  the  other  papers,  which  no 
doubt  carried  the  signature  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  had  been  stolen 
from  the  court  house. 

The  murder  was  committed  in 
Schuyler  county,  in  a  saloon,  in 
the  village  of  Frederiuk,  on  the  Il- 
linois river.  The  indictment  read: 
"The  People  vs.  William  Frame," 
but  he  gave  his  name  as  Fielding 
Frame.  He  was  a  deckhand  on  the 
steamer  "Hero,"  plying  on  the  Il- 
linois river.  The  indictment  was 
found  at  the  June  term,  1838,  in 
Schuyler  county.  Tho  murdered 
man  was  William  Neathaunier. 
Henry  L.  Bryant,  of  Fulton  coun- 
ty, was  proseeutintr  attorney;  J.  H. 
Ralston,  judge;  M.  Dickey,  attor- 
ney for  defense,  assisted  by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  Mr.  Lincoln  movec 
an  arrest  of  judgment  for  several 
causes,  the  paijjer  being  now  on  filt 
among  the  others  in  the  case  at 
Carthage,  in  Mr.  Lincoln's  own 
handwriting. 


9Ju         '"f-  guilty  on  the 

24th  after  tnai,  at  the  April  term, 
iHdJ    and  sentenced  on  the  25t!i 
by  Judge  Ralston,  to  be  hanged 
Saturday,  May  J8,  between 
hours  of  12  (noon)  and  2  o'clock  in 
erect- 

<-(  in  a  ravine  a  mile  southeast 
»f  -CaitlinKe..  The  h«,igip„  took 
I.  ace  with  several  hundred  ^ecta 
if  '"'"n.  l'"*^'  th^  ravine, 
t on  that  has  ever  taken  place  in 
Hancock  county  although  there 
have  been  sevei'al  murders  In  thp 
county  in  which  hanging  would 
have  bee„  e.on  more  justified  tha 
in  the  case  from  Sch^yi.r  county. 

Abraham  Lincoln  made  several 
speeches  in  Hancock  county  dur-l 
ing  his  political  career  and  on  a 
trip  to  the  coui  ity  at  one  time  paid 
a  visit  to  relatives,  the  Lincolns,  at 
Fountain  Green.  It  is  daim.d  that 
he  was  a  visitor  in  Nauvoo  at  one 
tMne.     VVe  have  no  authentic  in- 
formation  ex-^ept  the  statement  to 
that  eftect  of  Capt.  J.  W.  Campbell 
of^Fort  Madi.son,  prominent  pio- 
'oeer  jn  an  article  which  was  pub- 
iislied  in  The  Independent  many 
I  vears  ago. 


ximeiy  j^cLLer  rvuuut 
Lincoln  File  In  County 


Believes  Effort  Should 
Be  Made  To  Che^jk 
Documents 


Spokane  and  Eastern 
Branch  of  Seattle  First  Nal'l  Bank 

Spokane  10,  Washinuton 
July  6,  1953 
The  Carthage  Republican 
Carthage,  Illinois 
Dear  Sirs: 

In  your  issue  of  June  3.  1953 
there  is  a  most  interesting  article, 
-Abraliani  Lincoln  Miiy  Havt;  Piai- 
liced  Law  in  This  County  Long 
Ago."  The  writer  tells  of  the  iam- 
ous  Fraim  murder  case  which  came 
to  Hancock  County  on  a  change  of 
venue  from  Schuyler  County,  and 
states  that  the  year  was  1338  or 
1839  and  that  the  documents  in  the 
case  are  file  No.  7  of  Hancock 
County,  and  aie  in  longhand  and 
include  a  motion  to  Quash,  setting 
lorth  eight  separate  reasons  why 
the  indictment  should  be  set  aside, 
and  is  signed  "A.  Lincoln". 

It  should  be  interestiny  to  deter- 
mine if  possible  whether  the  motion 
is  really  in  Lincoln's  handwriting 
and  whether  the  signature  is  that 
of  Lincoln,  and  a  study  and  com- 
parison made  with  other  documents, 
letters  and  papers  of  about  tlie  same 
years  should  bi.'  made.  This  was 
two  years  after  Lincoln  was  official- 
ly admittt-d  to  the  Bar  to  practice 
law,  the  date  of  which  is  given  as 
March  24,  1830  in  Frederick  Tre- 
vor Hill's  hook,  "Lincoln  The  Law- 


yer". 


Such 


irch 


I  ha' 


made  ( 
lilable 


the  works  on  Lincoln 
libraries  here  show  no  reference  to 
the  Fraim  case  other  than  in  the 
book  just  mentioned  where  at 
Chapter  21,  page  235;  the  author 
says, 

"There  has  long  been  a  tradition 
in  the  old  Eighth  Illinois  Circuit 
that  he  once  defended  a  murderer 
who  was  convicted,  sentenced,  and 
hanged;  but  as  capital  cases  result- 
ing in  conviction  are  almost  invari- 
ably appealed  to  the  highest  tribun- 
al, and  as  the  Supreme  Coiu't  re- 
purls  do  not  record  any  murder 
case  with  which  he  was  associated, 
the  rumor  has  been  supposed  to  be 
without  foundation.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a  paper  in  Lincoln's  hand, 
writing  on  file  in  Hancock  County, 
showing  that  he  was  associated 
with    tht!   defence   of   one  Wiilumi 


Fra 
Ap:i 


LVhO 


ried  and  < 
for  the  nn 


anvicted 
irdir  of 


I  WllUJi 

I  Lly  hm 


and  suhsequi 
of  the  same  ji-  u\w  lins  is 
k-s.4  II. e  hithe:  ,.  unln(':itrri  cr 
circuit  meinor  s  'S:*^- 
and  in  a  fooit.dte,  thi.'  source 
statement  is  given  as  loUow! 
'■The   writt-r  is  itidehled 


courtesy  of  Mr.  Thos.       Dunn,  Ex-  ■ 
Circuit    Court    Clerk   of    Hancock  J 
County,  for  these  facts  and  the  op-  ' 
portunity  of  examining  the  original 
papers  connected  therewith." 

The  famous  Lincoln  library  at 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  known  as  the 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation,  is 
in  charge  of  Dr.  Lewis  A.  Warren, 
noted  Lincoln  scholar  and  author- 
ity who  writes  me  that  he  can  not 
give  any  information  other  than  the 
book  mentioned  by  Frederick  Tre- 
vor Hill,  but  suggested  that  Mr. 
Harry  Pratt,  State  Historian  of  Il- 
linois, might  be  able  to  tell  whether 
thy  p:ipers  are  authentic.  In  an- 
swer to  a  letter  I  wrote  Mr.  Pratt, 
he  writes  me  as  follows  under  date 
of  June  25, 
"Dear   Mr.  Ferris: 

I  went  through  the  papers  of  the 
People  v.,  Wm.  Fraim  in  the  Han- 
cock County  Court  some  years  ago 
and  copied  much  of  the  data.  It 
did  come,  as  you  say,  from  Schuy. 
lei'  to  Hancock  on  change  of  venue. 
The  case  came  up  on  April  23. 
1839.  Lincoln  and  T.  Lyle  Dickey 
(atty.  of  Rushville,  later  well  known 
judge  of  Ottawa,  111. J  defend  Fraim 
for  the  murder  of  Wm.  Neathammer 
on  Feb.  17,  1838.  Fraim,  aged  20, 
?mployed  on  the  111.  River  Steampr 
Hero,  stabbed  a  fellow  laborer  m  a 
drunken  brawl  at  Frederick.  Jury 
brings  in  a  verdict  of  guilty.  Lin- 
coln files  a  motion  for  arrest  of 
'judgment. 

On  Thursday,  April  25,  Lincoln's 
motion  is  argued  before  Judge 
James  H.  Ralston.  Ralston  over- 
rules it  and  sentences  Fraim  to  be 
I  hanged  on  May  18  within  a  mile  of 
i  Carthage,  .and  the  sentence  is  car- 
'  ried  out.  Lincoln  may  have  gone 
(  to  visit  his  relatives  in  the  Fountain 
j  Green    neighborhood.    He    met  Dr. 

Felix  Regnier  on  the  road  between 
[  Rushville  and  Beardstown,  Works 
il,  95. 

I  Sincerely, 
)  Harry   E.  Pratt." 

When  I  was  a  boy  growing  up 
in  Carthage,  my  father,  Hiram  G. 
Ferris,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Bar  of  Hancock  County  and  who, 
while  a  Douglas  supporter,  knew 
Lincoln;  on  one  occasion  took  me 
to  the  old  courthouse  and  showed 
me  the  famous  Fraim  papers,  and 
I  know  that  he  and  I  believe  other 
early-day  lawyers  and  county  and 
court  officials  generally  believed 
they  were  in  Lincoln's  handwriting 
and  signed  by  him, 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  my  last 
sight  of  these  historic  documents 
was  here  in  Spokane  when  shortly 
after  I  came  here  to  live  in  1908, 
the  manager  of  the  Union  Trust 
Company  of  Spokane  with  which 
1  was  connected  as  a  department 
manager,  to  my  amazement  and 
surprise  one  day  called  me  to  his 
desk  and  produced  the  Fraim  file 
from  his  desk  drawer  and  said  it 
had  been  given  him  while  on  a 
recent  visit  to  Carthage,  Illinois  on 


a  business  trip,  and  that  as  a  I 
coin  admirer  and  student,  he 
proud  to  have  the  papers 

Realizing  the  historic  value  of 
the  documents  and  that  they  should 
be  returned  and  preserved  in  Car- 
thage, several  of  us  here  from  Han- 
cock County,  including  my  brother, 
Hiram  Burns  Ferris  and  Frank  H. 
Graves,  a  prominent  attorney  who 
practiced  law  in  Carthage  in  1882 
and  1883,  brought  about  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Honorable  A.  W. 
O'Harra  of  Carthage  the  return  of 
the  file  to  the  County  Clerk's  office 
in  Carthage. 

It  should  be  of  interest  to  the 
students  of  early  history  in  Illinois 
and  of  Hancock  County  to  have  a 
study  made  of  the  Fraim  case  doc- 
uments, the  writing  and  signature 
studied  and  their  authenticity  passed 
upon  by  experts. 

In  the  Pacific  Northwest  country 
and  on  the  entire  Pacific  coast  there 
is  a  great  awakening  to  the  im- 
portance of  recording  and  of  pre. 
serving  the  early  records,  files,  pa- 
pers, and  so  forth.  My  activity  and 
interest  include  the  oresidency  of 
our  Eastern  Washington  State  His- 
torical Society  where  fn  our  own 
building  we  are  accumulating  much 
early-day  history  jnaterial.  Also, 
as  a  member  of  the  Oregon,  Mont, 
ana  and  California  Historical  Soci- 
eties. I  see  the  similar  valuabh 
work  being  done  and  I  serve  on  th< 
Council  of  the  Friends  of  the  Ban. 
croft  Library  at  the  University  of 
California  where  the  greatest  col- 
lection of  western  history  material 
is  to  be  found.  So  I  hope  Hancock 
County  has  a  real  historical  soci- 
ety and  is  collecting  and  safeguard- 
ing its  valuable  early  records.  Few. 
counties  and  few  communities  have 
such  a  record  of  interesting  roman- 
tic history  as  Hancock  and  as  Car- 
age. 

For  over  fifty  years  the  Republi- 
can has  kept  mc  In  touch  with  the 
old  home  town  and  my  memory  of- 
ten turns  back  the  pages  to  the 
Carthage  I  knew— to  the  Gospel 
Four  Corners  and  to  the  many  in- 
teresting and  fine  families  living 
in  the  old  home  town. 

Respectfully, 

Joel  E.  Ferris. 


5PCKANE    AND  EASTERN 


BRANCH  DF  SEATTLE     FIRST  MATIDMAL  BANK 


SPOKANE  ID.  WASHIMGTDN 


July  19,  1956 


JnEi  E.  Ferris 


Dr.  E.  Gerald  MoMurtry 
o/o  Lincoln  Lore 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

For  several  years  I  have  enjoyed  receiving  Lincoln  Lore  and  on  two  or 
more  occasions  Dr.  Warren  visited  Spokane  and  made  most  interesting 
addresses.    I  wish  to  congratulate  you  on  the  honor  of  succeeding  him 
as  editor  of  Lincoln  Lore  and  also,  through  you,  to  wish  Dr.  V/arren 
health  and  enjoyment  in  his  retirement  and  continued  connection  with 
the  wonderful  work  of  the  Lincoln  Foundation. 

At  one  time  I  suggested  in  a  letter,  I  believe,  that  the  Foundation 
might  to  advantage  make  a  thorough  study  of  the  records  in  the  Fraim 
murder  case  tried  in  Hancock  County,  Illinois,  8th  Illinois  Circuit, 
in  connection  with  which  the  pleadings  and  records  are  supposed  to  be 
in  Lincoln's  handwriting  and  his  name  is  signed  to  the  same.    In  a 
book  which  you  have,  I  know,  Lincoln  the  Lawyer,  published  by  the 
Century  Company,  reference  is  made  to  this  case  on  pages  235  and  236. 

On  several  occasions  people  in  Hancock  County,  through  the  newspapers 
and  otherwise,  have  raised  the  question  as  to  the  authenticity  of 
these  papers  being  in  Lincoln's  handwriting.    It  happens  that  my  birth- 
place was  Carthage,  the  County  seat  of  Hancock  County,  and  as  a  boy 
I  saw  these  papers  in  the  old  stone  court  house  and  through  my  efforts 
they  were  returned  to  the  county  after  having  been  carried  off  at  one 
time  and  brought  to  Spokane  by  a  local  abstractor  who  visited  Carthage. 

If  such  a  study  can  be  made  it  should  make  an  interesting  bulletin. 

Wishing  you  success. 


uTEPtJM 


July  23,  1956 


Hr,  Joel  E,  Ferris 
Spdcane  and  Eastern 

Eranch  of  Seattle  -  First  Natltnd.  Bank 
Spokane  10,  Washlngtai 

Dear  Mr,  Ferris » 

I  vas  glad  to  have  your  letter  of  Jiily  19  and  I  ajipreclate  very  mudi 
the  good  wishes  vtiich  you  have  9::tended  to  le  in  iqy  new  wrk  as  the 
Director  of  The  Lincoln  national  Life  Found&Lloii.    I  vlll  also  bring 
to  Dr.  Warren's  attention  your  greetings  addressed  to  hlni. 

Many  thanks  for  calling  to  w  attontlon  the  ri-jlii  inurder  case  tried 
In  Hanooek  County,  IlllnolB  In  vhlch  Lincoln  was  one  of  the  counsel 
In  the  court  proceedings.    I  vill  look  Into  this  case  and  see  what  I 
can  develop  iii  the  way  of  an  article.    Of  course,  ny  success  in 
developing  an  article  will  depend  largely  on  whether  or  not  I  can 
find  ar^e  information  in  our  files. 

Thanking  you  again  for  your  letter  I  remain 

Tours  sincerely. 


» 

RSHiHC 


Director 


5PDKANE    AND  EASTERN 

BRANCH  DF  SEATTLE     FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK 

5PDKANE  ID,  WASHINGTON 


September  9,  1958 


Mr,  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

I  appreciate  very  much  your  letter  of  September  3  with  reference  to 
Lincoln's  relationship  to  General  Pickett,  and, in  particular,  your 
courtesy  in  sending  me  photostats  of  the  folder  telling  of  an  address 
and  quoting  Mrs.  Pickett's  statements,    I  have  not  reviewed  the  various 
Lincoln  articles  on  this  subject,  but  will  do  so  for  I  plan  to  prepare  an 
article  on  the  life  of  Pickett. 

While  writing  you  it  occurs  to  me  that  you  may  be  interested  in  some 
correspondence  I  hadafew  years  ago  with  Dr.  Warren,  your  predecessor,  on 
the  subject  of  Lincoln's  participation  in  a  murder  case  known  as  the 
"Fraim  Case"  in  Hancock  County,  Illinois,  the  County  Seat  of  which  was 
Carthage  and  which  was  my  birthplace. 

From  time  to  time  there  have  been  references  made  to  the  "Fraim  Case"  and 
the  question  has  been  raised  as  to  whether  the  signature  on  the  pleadings 
in  the  files  in  Carthage,  Illinois,  is  a  genuine  Lincoln  signature.  An 
interesting  feature  in  connection  with  these  papers  was  their  disappearance 
from  Carthage  and  the  fact  that  I  discovered  them,  or  learned  that  they  had 
been  brought  to  Spokane  by  the  manager  of  the  small  trust  company  v/here  I 
first  worked  when  I  came  to  this  city  in  1908,  and  through  my  efforts  and 
those  of  my  brother  and  brother-in-law,  they  were  returned  to  the  Clerk's 
Office  in  Carthage.    I  find  in  my  files  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  wrote 
to  the  Carthage  Republican,  a  newspaper  which  has  since  been  merged  with 
the  Carthage  Journal,  and  I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  this  letter.    I  do  think 
it  would  be  interesting  to  have  an  investigation  and  study  made  of  the 
"Fraim  Case," 

My  interest,  also,  in  Lincoln  History  is  due  to  the  fact  that  one  Branch  of 
the  Lincoln  family  which  contained  an  Abraham  Lincoln  settled  in  Hancock 
County.    Dr.  Warren  sent  me  your  Bulletins  No,  12  and  38  v^ich  give  some  in- 
formation on  ttds  subject,    I  remember  the  little  Lincoln  Cemetery  near 
Fountain  Green,  Hancock  County,  where  the  Lincoln  family  who  were  Catholics 
were  buried. 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry  -2-  9/9/58 


Again  thanking  you  and  if  you  do  make  any  effort  on  the  "Fraim  Case", 
will  interest  me. 

Sincerely, 


JEF:NP  Joel  E.  Ferris 

Enclosure 


Saptenber  13,  19S8 


County  Court  Clerk 
Hancock  County 
Carthage,  Illlnoie 


Dear  Sin 


I  an  interested  in  doing  an  article  on  the  fanoue  Fraim  murder 
case  which  came  to  Hancock  County  on  a  change  of  Venve  from  Schuyler  County 
in  which  Abrahan  Lincoln  represented  the  defendant. 

The  trial  me  held  on  April  23,  1839,  at  which  tine  Lincoln  and 
T.  Lyle  Dickey  defended  Wto.  Traim  for  the  murder  of  Ub.  Neathhamiep  on 
February  17,  1838.    Fraim  aged  20,  employed  on  the  eteamer  Bno,  stabbed 
a  feUou  laborer  in  a  drunken  brawl  at  Frederick.    The  Jury  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  guilty.    Lincoln  filed  a  motion  for  arrest  of  Judgment.  Judge 
Ralston  overruled  Lincoln's  motion  and  sentenced  Fraim  to  be  hanged  on  May  18th. 

i-.n    n       ^         ^^"^^  papers  pertaining  to  this  oate  are  found  in 

File  No.  7  of  Hancock  County.    Included  is  the  motion  to  quash,  setting  forth 
eight  separate  reasons  why  the  indictment  should  be  set  aside  end  siBned  br 
A.  Lincoln.  ' 


I  will  be  glad  to  pay  the  cost  of  duplicating  or  photostating  these 
papers.  I  want  a  facsimile  copy  in  order  to  study  the  handwriting.  Will  you 
be  so  kind  to  provide  me  with  a  copy  of  the  papers? 

I  slnoerely  hops  you  can  help  me  in  this  matter. 


Tours  sincerely. 


R.  Gerald  MoWirtpy 

RCMihw 

P.S.    Please  find  anolossd  a  stamped,  eslf-addresaed  anvelopa. 


September  12,  1958 


Mr.  Joel  E.  Ferris 
Spokane  and  Eaetem 

Branoh  of  Seattle  -  First  National  Bank 
Spokane  10,  Vlaehlngton 

Dear  Mr.  Ferris i 

I  was  glad  to  have  your  letter  of  September  9th  relative  to 
the  Fraisi  murder  case  in  Hancock  County,  Illlnole,  in  1839* 

Please  note  the  enclo!'sd  letter  I  have  written  to  the  county 
court  clerk  of  Ranoock  County  relative  to  securing  photoetats  of  the 
original  papers. 

If  these  papers  are  available  T  will  do  the  story  for  Lincoln 
Lore.    I  aJB  very  imieh  interested  in  this  project.    If  the  county  court 
clerk  fails  to  assist  ine,  perhaps,  you  can  help  ne  secure  the  photostats 
from  some  other  source. 

On  July  19,  1956  you  wrote  ne  about  the  Fraim  case,  and  I  have 
kept  your  letter  in  my  file  labled  "proposed  topics  for  Lincoln  Lore". 
However,  your  July  1956  letter  did  not  provide  me  with  the  leads  or  did 
your  letter  of  recent  date. 

I  will  keep  in  touch  with  you  in  regard  to  my  progrees.    I  will 
also  want  to  consult  the  newspapers  about  the  trial  and  exeoution  of  Fraim. 

I  hope  you  are  successful  in  your  project  concerning  Lincoln  and 
Piokett.    After  you  exhaust  your  sources  I  will  see  what  further  help  I 
can  give  you. 

Thanking  you  for  your  very  interesting  and  helpful  letter. 
Tours  sincerely, 


RGHihw 


R.  Gerald  Mcttirtry 


5PCKANE    AND  EASTERN 


BRAIVCH  EF  SEATTLE     FIR  5T  MATIDMAL  BANK 


SPOKANE  ID,  WA5HINDTDI 


I  €.  Fehh 


September  15,  1958 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  September  12.    I  am  glad  you  are  follow- 
ing up  on  the  story  of  the  "Fraim"  Case  in  Hancock  County,  Carthage, 
Illinois.    I  hope  your  letter  to  the  County  Clerk  will  bring  the 
necessary  results.    But  if  it  does  not,  I  would  suggest  that  you 
write  to  Mr.  Franklin  Hartzell,  in  care  of  Williams  and  Hartzell, 
attorneys,  Carthage.    Franklin  is  my  great  nephew  and  one  of  the 
leading  younger  lawyers,  and  I  think  should  be^able  to  get  informa- 
tion from  the  Clerk's  Office  and  be  of  help  to  you. 

I  am  not  sure  that  there  was  a  newspaper  published  in  Hancock 
County  in  1839  although  possibly  there  was  one  published  at  Warsaw 
if  not  in  Carthage.    There  was  probably  a  paper  published  in 
ijuincy,  Illinois,  the  County  Seat  of  Adams  County  adjoining 
Hancock  County. 

With  reference  to  the  subject  of  Bincoln  and  Pickett,  reference  is 
made  to  Lincoln's  advice  to  Pickett  as  a  young  man  studying  law  in 
Quincy  in  Sandburg's  life  of  Lincoln.    If  you  run  across  any 
reference  or  anything  in  connection  with  Pickett  and  Lincoln,  I  will 
be  glad  to  know  of  it , 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  correspond  with  you. 


JEF:N? 


Williams  &  Hartzell 

CARTHAGE,  ILLINOIS 


September  18,  X958 


Mr.   R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

My  uncle,  Mr.  Joel  E.  Ferris  of 
Spokane,  Washington,  has  sent  to  me  a  copy 
of  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  you  under  date 
of  September  15,   19  58. 

In  the  letter  my  uncle,  Joel  Ferris  had 
written  to  you,  he  suggested  that  you  write  to 
the  County  Clerk.     The  proper  officer  who  has 
the  files  in  connection  with  the  case  is  the 
Circuit  Clerk. 

If  there  is  any  way  I  may  be  of  assistance 
to  you  in  obtaining  any  materials  concerning 
the  "Fraim"  case  in  Hancock  County,  please  advise 
me. 


Franklin  M.  Hartzell 


FMH:db 


Ur.  Joel  B.  Ferris 
Spokane  and  Eastern 
Braiuslt  of  Seattle 
First  national  Bank 
Spokane  10,  Washlneton 

Dear  Mr.  Ferris: 

I  am  tecontlng  vary  Dueh  interested  in  tbe  "Fralm"  murder  case 
vhich  oceured  in  Bancook  County.    Today  I  received  froa  Mr.  E. 
J.  Piggott  the  Olroolt  Coxrrt  Clerk  of  Carthage,  IlllnolB  a 
l^hotostat  of  the  Indltooeat  for  murder  namely:  Ullllem  Fralm 
vs  She  People.    I  have  read  this  indltement  vlth  a  good  deal  of 
Interest  and  note  the  so  called  Lincoln  ohjeetlons  to  the  erron- 
eous «ay  In  vhlch  the  Indltement  VB£  brought  forth.    In  studying 
the  document  I  am  a  little  puzzled  hy  the  hand  vrltlsg.    It  does 
nob  appear  to  be  In  Lincoln's  hand  and  neither  does  the  signature 
appear  to  he  that  of  Lincoln's.    However  before  I  make  a  final 
Judgaent  regarding  this  inditeasnt  I  expect  to  show  the  photostat 
to  several  people  vho  perhaps  will  be  able  to  give  ne  an  opinion 
regarding  the  hand  writing  on  the  doe\n:ent. 

I  vant  to  thank  you  for  giving  me  the  name  of  Mr.  Franklin 
Bartzell  of  the  Firm  of  Williams  and  Hartzell,  Attorneys  at 
Carthage,  Illinois.    If  I  need  oooe  further  help  in  working 
through  the  Court  Becords  I  will  certainly  vant  to  call  ou 
Mr.  Bartzell.    Llkeir'je  I  vant  to  thank  you  for  the  infoxoatica 
you  have  given  me  concerning  the  early  nevspapars  in  Bamoook 
County  and  the  one  published  at  Warsav.    Likewise  I  am  ^Lad  to 
have  your  suggeBtion  that  an  account  of  the  order  may  haw  been 
printed  In  the  Qulney,  Illinois  papers. 

I  will  keep  you  in  mind  regarding  any  Infoxnstlon  I  My  dlseover 
concerning  Lincoln  and  Pickett. 

Ham*  alnoeraly, 


IKMcHurtry:igeJ 


Dlnetor 


Septembar  S2,  1958 


Mr.  Franklin  H.  Hlurtxall 
WUlUms  BuUdlng 
CartbasB,  Illlnoi* 

Daar  Mr.  B&rtzelli 

I  have  your  letter  of  September  18  and  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your 
offer  of  help  In  connection  vlth  ay  research  re^rdlng  the  Fraim 
imirder  case. 

lAst  veek  I  received  from  Mr.  E.  J.  Flggott  the  Circuit  Clerk  of 
Carthaae,  ILllnole  a  photostat  of  the  case  "William  Fralm  vs  the 
psople".  I  have  read  this  photostat  and  I  find  It  ^ulte  Interesting. 
I  have  been  examlng  carefully  the  handwriting  and  I  am  a  little  fear- 
ful that  the  docunant  is  not  In  Lincoln's  hand.  Hovever  I  am  not  too 
much  cooaemad  with  this  because  I  feel  sure  that  Lincoln  did  play  an 
active  role  In  the  unsuccessful  defense  of  fMlm. 

I  suppose  that  tbare  Is  only  one  document  In  existence  regarding  tbla 
murder  case.    It  was  nig  hope  that  there  might  be  more  gaterlal  re- 
airdlng  this  murder  case. 

I  can  assure  you  that  any  additional  material  regudlng  the  convlettoD 
of  William  Fnlm  would  be  most  welcome. 

Youra  sincerely, 


RONeMurtryspJ 


Director 


Williams  S  Hartzell 

CARTHAGE,  ILLINOIS 


September  24,  1958 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Director 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

After  receiving  your  letter  of  September  22,  I  went  to  the 
Court  House  and  found  the  remaining  papers  in  the  Fraim  Case  other 
than  the  one  which  Mr.  Piggott  had  sent  you  a  photostatic  copy  of. 
None  of  them  contained  any  purported  signature  of  Lincoln  nor  do 
they  mention  Lincoln.     I  also  found  the  Judge's  docket  entries 
made  during  the  case  and  am  having  photostatic  copies  made  to 
send  to  you.     In  addition,  I  shall  look  in  the  Gregg  History  of 
Hancock  County  which  was  published  in  1880  and  the  Scofield 
History  of  Hancock  County  which  was  published  in  1921  for  further 
information  oonceming  the  case.     The  latter  work  was  written  by 
a  former  Circuit  Judge  and  is  considered  an  authoritative  work 
with  respect  to  the  history  of  Hancock  County. 

If  you  would  wish  photostatic  copies  of  the  motion  for  change 
of  venue,  indictment  and  other  papers  in  this  matter,  I  shall  have 
photostats  of  them  made  and  forward  them  to  you. 

I  was  interested  at  the  fact  that  you  did  not  feel  that  it 
was  the  handwriting  of  Lincoln.     Dr.  Harry  Pratt  who  was  formerly 
secretary  of  the  Illinois  Historical  Society  and  who  is  now 
deceased,  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion. 

I  shall  send  the  other  papers  along  to  you  shortly. 


Franklin  M.  Hartzd 


FMH.-db 


Septenber  26,  19S8 


Mr.  Franklin  M.  Hart»ell 
WllliaM  Building 
Carttiaga ,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr.  Hartcellt 

Tou  are  indeed  most  helpful  in  ay  plan  to  gather  material  on 
the  Fraln  murder  case.    There  ie  no  doubt  about  Lincoln's  connection  with 
the  case  and  I  believe  through  the  pages  of  Lincoln  Lore  I  can  make  a  real 
contribution  to  the  study  of  Lincoln  the  lato«r. 

I  am  delighted  that  ycru  are  having  photostats  made  of  the  remaining 
papers  of  the  Frala  case.    I  will  also  want  photostatic  copies  of  the  motion 
for  change  of  venue,  Indictment  and  other  papers  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

1  appreciate  your  interest  and  I  am  glad  that  you  are  going  to 
do  some  research  in  Gregg's  "Tiistory  of  Hancock  County"  and  Scofield's 
"History  of  Hancock  Ooxinty".    I  have  learned  from  experience  that  even  the 
most  minute  details  sometimes  yields  wonderful  results  in  an  historian's 
effort  to  develop  an  article. 

T  do  not  feel  that  Lincoln's  connection  with  the  Fraim  case  is 
In  any  way  altered  by  the  fact  that  the  principal  document  is  not  in  his 
handwriting. 

Again  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  help  and  cooperation. 

Tours  sincerely. 


RGHihw 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


Williams  5,  Hartzell 

CARTHAGE,  ILLINOIS 


October  1,  1958 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Enclosed  find  photostatic  copy  of  the  following  items  in 
the  case  of  the  People  VS.  Fraim  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Hancock 
County,  Illinois: 

1.  Each  of  the  entries  of  the  Trial  Judge  in  the  docket 
in  the  matter  of  this  case. 

2.  Indictment. 

3.  Petition  for  change  of  venue. 

4.  Order  on  change  of  venue. 

5.  Order  for  trial. 

6.  Plea  of  Defendant. 

7.  Notice  of  application  for  change  of  venue. 

8.  Verdict  of  the  Jury. 

As  yet  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  have  copies  made  of 
the  Scofield  History  material  and  the  Gregg  History  material.  The 
material  in  the  Scofield  History  is  quite  ler^hy  and  I  believe  it 
would  be  best  to  have  it  photographed. 

I  shall  get  those  and  get  them  to  you  at  the  earliest  possible 

time. 

Very  tsuli^f-ypjirs , 


Franklin  M.  Hartzell 


Enc. 


Williams  S  Hartzell 


October  22,  1958 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Port  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Enclosed  find  photostatic  copies  of  pages  761,   762,  763, 
764,  765,  and  766  Historical  Encyclopedia  of  Illinois  and  History 
of  Hancock  County,  Volume  2  edited  by  Charles  J.  Scofield  and 
published  by  Munsel  Publishing  Company,  Chicago,   in  1921. 

The  Gregg  History  contains  only  a  short  statement  of  the 
Praim  Case  and  adds  nothing  to  the  material  which  is  in  the 
original  files  and  in  the  Scofield  History. 

You  might  be  interested  in  knowing  that  the  second  death 
sentence  was  pronounced  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  Hancock  County 
in  the  fall  of  1956.     This  man  has  not  yet  been  executed  and 
therefore  Fraim  stands  as  the  only  man  sentenced  to  death  by  our 
Circuit  Court  where  the  sentence  has  actually  been  carried  out. 

I  was  interested  in  knowing  that  you  had  been  to  the  Lincoln- 
Douglas  centennial  in  Galesburg,   Illinois.     I  had  intended  to  go 
but  became  involved  in  a  matter  which  did  not  permit  me  to  be 
away. 

Should  you  have  an  article  in  the  spring,   1959,   issue  of 
Lincoln  Lore  I  would  be  pleased  to  read  a  copy  of  it. 

Lincoln  had  a  rather  extensive  law  practice  in  Schuyler 
County  which  adjoins  our  county  on  the  southeast.     It  may  be 
that  you  would  find  further  information  concerning  Lincoln's 
activities  in  that  county.     If  you  would  wish  any  information 
concerning  the  activities  of  Lincoln  in  Schuyler  County,  please 
write  to  Judge  Ernest  Harper  Utter,  Rushville,   Illinois.  Judge 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 
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Utter  and  I  attended  law  school  together  and  I  shall  be  seeing 
him  on  this  next  Thursday  and  will  ask  him  to  do  what  he  can  fo 
you  in  connection  with  any  court  files  in  Schuyler  County. 

The  photostating  of  the  Praim  material  and  the  Scofield 
History  amounted  to  S18.00.     Would  you  please  make  your  check 
payable  to  Edwin  J.  Piggott,  Recorder.     If  I  may  be  of  further 
assistance  to  J'ou/in  any  way,  please  feel  free  to  contact  me. 

With  my  kindest  regards,   I  am 


FMHidb 
Enc. 


incolnm^ore 


Number  1459 


FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA 


"THE  ONLY  MURDERER,  DEFENDED  BY  LINCOLN,  WHO  WAS 
HANGED  FOR  HIS  CRIME" 


William  Fraiin 


vs 

The  people  of  Illinois 

On  Sunday,  April  21,  1839  Abraham  Lincoln  probably 
traveled  all  day,  from  Springfield  to  Carthage,  a  dis- 
tance of  115  miles  to  attend  the  opening  of  the  Hancock 
Circuit  Court  the  next  morning, 

Lincoln  was  to  act  as  an  attorney  for  one  William 
(Fielding)  Fraim,  a  day  laborer  on  the  steamboat  Hero 
which  plied  the  Illinois  River.  Fraim  a  twenty  year  old, 
red-headed  Irishman  had  murdered  a  fellow  laborer, 
William  Neathhammer,  in  a  drunken  brawl,  on  February 
17,  1838,  at  Frederick  in  Schuyler  County. 

An  indictment  against  William  Fraim  for  murder  was 
returned  by  the  grand  jury  at  the  June  term,  1838,  of 
the  Circuit  Court  of  Schuyler  County.  The  indictment 
stated  that  the  defendant:  "Not  having  the  fear  of  God 
before  his  eyes,  but  being  moved  and  seduced  by  the 
instigation  of  the  Devil,'  on  February  17,  1838,  assaulted 
William  Neathhammer  with  a  knife  which  he  struck  and 
thrust  into  the  left  side  of  the  breast,  the  wound  being 
a  mortal  wound  from  which  the  assaulted  man  instantly 
died." 

The  indictment  was  signed,  "H.  L.  Bryant,  States' 
Attorney"  and  it  bears  an  endorsement  as  follows:  "Filed 
June  G,  1838,  Robert  A.  Glenn,  Clk."  The  indictment  is 
endorsed,  "a  true  bill,  Peter  N.  Holme,  foreman  of  the 
grand  jury,"  The  indictment  also  bears  the  name  of  six 
witnesses. 

A  number  of  papers  relating  to  this  case  People  vs 
Fraim  are  found  in  the  files  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Han- 
cock County,  Illinois.  They  follow: 

1.  Each  of  the  entries  of  the  Trial  Judge  in  the  docket 
in  the  matter  of  the  case. 

2.  Indictment. 

3.  Notice  of  application  for  a  change  of  venue. 

4.  Petition  for  change  of  venue. 

5.  Order  of  change  of  venue. 

6.  Order  for  trial. 

7.  Plea  of  defendant. 

8.  Lincoln's  motion  for  arrest  of  judgment. 

9.  Verdict  of  the  jury. 

Some  of  the  papers  filed  in  this  case  purporting  to  be 
signed  by  the  defendant  are  signed  by  his  mark  (William 
his  X  mark  Fraim)  indicating  that  he  was  unable  to 
write  his  name.  However,  one  document  (No.  7.  Plea  of 
defendant)  bears  the  signature  of  Fielding  Frame.  It 
follows:  "Fielding  Frame  who  is  indicted  herein,  by  the 
name  of  William  Fraim,  being  in  custody  defends  and 
says  that  he  is  not  guilty  of  murder  in  manner  and  form 
as  charged  in  said  indictment  and  of  this  he  puts  him- 
self upon  the  country  (Signature),"  There  is  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  defendant's  given  name  was 
"Fielding,"  The  question  of  the  surname  is  likewise  com- 
plicated as  the  defendant  signed  it  "Frame",  yet  made 
mark  on  two  signatures  spelled  "Fraim." 

As  early  as  November  7,  1838  T.  Lyle  Dickey,  attorney 
of  Rushville  (later  a  well  known  judge  of  Ottawa)  ad- 


^   Indictment  for  murder 

dressed  a  notice  of  application  for  a  change  of  venue  to 
H.  S.  Bryant  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  Schuyler 
Circuit  Court:  "Sir,  Take  notice  that  upon  the  calling  of 
the  case  of  'The  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois  vs  William 
Frame'  on  an  indictment  for  murder.  The  defendant  will 
apply  for  a  change  of  venue  on  account  of  the  prejudice 
of  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  Schuyler  County  so 
that  he  cannot  have  a  fair  trial." 

In  the  petition  for  a  change  of  venue  it  was  also  stated 
"that  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  prejudice  the  minds 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Cass,  Fulton  and 
McDonough  against  your  petitioner  and  that  they  are 
prejudiced  against  him.  He  therefore  prays  that  a  change 
of  venue  may  be  awarded  to  some  county  where  the 
cause  complained  of  does  not  exist  that  he  may  be  enabled 
to  have  a  fair  and  impartial  trial."  To  this  document  the 
defendant  made  his  mark  on  the  two  signatures  men- 
tioned above. 

The  change  of  venue  was  granted  (June  7,  1838)  from 
the  County  of  Schuyler  to  the  County  of  Hancock,  and 
the  trial  was  to  be  held  at  the  courthouse  in  Carthage 
on  the  fourth  Monday  in  the  month  of  April,  next.  This 
was  the  day  Lincoln  was  scheduled  to  arrive  in  Carthage 
to  assist  Dickey  in  the  defense  of  Fraim. 

"The  counsel  for  Fraim  tendered  a  written  plea  of  not 
guilty  which  the  court  ordered  to  be  filed.  The  defendant's 
next  move  was  to  ask,  through  his  counsel,  leave  of  the 
court  to  withdraw  the  oral  plea.  This  request  was  re- 
fused. Next  the  defendant  objected  to  going  to  trial  until 
the  prosecution  should  in  some  manner  reply  to  his 
written  plea,  but  the  objection  was  overruled  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  prisoner  should  go  to  trial  and  a  jury 
was  to  be  called  for  that  purpose,  to  which  opinion  and 
decision  the  defendant,  excepted. 

The  trial  was  a  brief  one.  As  the  defendant  was  un- 
known it  occasioned  little  excitement.  The  Hon.  James 
H.  Ralston  was  the  judge  who  presided  at  the  trial.  The 
record  indicated  that  the  defendant  had  already  pleaded 
not  guilty,  answering  when  the  indictment  was  read  to 
him  "that  he  was  not  guilty  and  wanted  a  fair  trial  and 

Subpoenas  were  issued  for  the  following  witnesses  for 
the  defendant:  David  Martin,  Edward  Buckley,  Mary 
Miller  and  John  Allen.  David  Martin  was  served  with  a 
subpoena,  but  the  others  were  not.  Those  witnesses 
testifying  for  the  prosecution  were  John  Peter  Fey  and 
Christian  Langner. 

In  1839  the  old  common  law  of  England  prevailed 
whereby  a  defendant  in  a  murder  case  was  not  permitted 
to  testify  in  his  own  behalf.  Likewise,  the  jury  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  punishment  to  be  inflicted  under 
a  verdict  of  guilty  of  murder.  The  law  prescribed  capital 
punishment  in  every  case,  and  the  judgment  of  the  court 
upon  a  verdict  of  guilty  determined  the  time  and  place 
of  execution. 
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LINCOLN  LORE 


The  jury  consisted  of  the  following  twelve  men:  John 
C.  Kimbrough,  Joseph  Lionberger,  John  Huckens,  Daniel 
H.  Wells.  Andrew  B.  Welch.  James  Welch,  Nathan  Ma- 
son, Moses  Stevens,  John  D.  Mellen,  James  M.  Renshaw, 
Alfred  Mead  and  David  Brank. 

The  jury's  verdict  was:  "We  the  jury,  find  the  defen- 
dant guilty  of  murder  as  charged  in  the  indictment." 
The  original  verdict  is  extant.  The  paper  on  which  the 
verdict  is  written  is  marked  "verdict."  The  verdict  is  not 
signed  or  marked  "filed."  Of  course  signing  was  not 
necessary  if  the  verdict  was  proclaimed  in  open  court. 
Filing  was  not  necessary  if  the  court  records  show  that 
the  verdict  was  rendered  by  the  jury.  What  part  did 
Lincoln  play  in  this  murder  trial?  It  is  at  this  point  in 
the  the  court  proceedings,  and  here  only,  that  the  name 
of  the  future  sixteenth  president  appears.  Lincoln's  name 
appears  in  a  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment.  The  name 
"Lincoln  p.  d.,"  indicates  that  Lincoln  is  pro  (or  for) 
the  defendant.  The  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment  was 
filed  April  25,  1839.  The  motion  follows: 
(handwriting  unidentified) 
William  Fraim  "l  Indictment 
ads  >  for 

The  people  j  murder 

And  the  said  Deft,  comes  and  moves  the  court  in  arrest 
of  judgment  in  this  case  for  the  following  reasons,  to  wit: 

1.  The  record  in  this  cause  does  not  sufficiently  show 
that  an  indictment  was  found  by  a  grand  jury  of 
the  country  against  the  Defendant  Fraim. 

2.  The  record  in  this  cause  does  not  show  that  a  grand 
jury  was  empannelled  (an  authorized  spelling)  at 
the  Term  of  the  Court  at  which  the  indictment  pur- 
ports to  have  been  found. 

3.  There  is  no  sufficient  record  in  this  cause  to  au- 
thorize the  court  to  try  the  Deft,  and  pronounce 
judgment  upon  him. 

4.  The  record  from  the  Schuyler  circuit  court  is  de- 
fectively and  imperfectly  certified. 

5.  The  said  record  is  otherwise  informal,  erroneous 
and  insufficient. 

6.  The  indictment  is  bad  in  this,  that  it  does  not  show 
with  sufficient  certainty,  in  the  conclusion,  whether 
the  Deft,  was  the  murderer,  or  the  murdered  man. 

7.  The  indictment  is  bad.  in  the  conclusion,  in  not 


showing  that  the  murder  was  committed  in  the 
manner  and  by  the  means  before  stated  in  the  in- 
dictment. 

8.   The  said  indictment  is  otherwise  informal  and  in- 
sufficient. 

(probably  Lincoln's  handwriting) 
For  all  which  said  reasons  the  said  Deft,  moves  the 
court  in  arrest  of  judgement  herein, 

Lincoln  p.d. 

Charles  J.  Scofield  in  his  Historical  Encyclopedia  of 
Illinois  and  fOstory  of  Hancock  County,  Volume  2,  Mun- 
sel  Publishing  Company.  Chicago.  Illinois,  1921.  makes 
an  appraisal  of  this  motion  of  arrest  of  judgment:  "as 
clear  in  statement,  correct  in  orthography  and  composi- 
tion and  shows  Mr.  Lincoln,  who  was  thirty  years  of  age 
at  the  time,  to  have  been  well  qualified  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  such  legal  documents." 

This  document  which  was  once  believed  to  be  written 
entirely  in  Lincoln's  hand,  along  with  other  papers  relat- 
ing to  the  Fraim  case,  were  taken  from  the  courthouse 
in  Hancock  County  and  were  acquired  by  a  collector  in 
Spokane,  Washington.  They  were  afterwards  returned 
to  the  files  to  the  Circuit  Clerk's  office  in  Carthage. 

The  judge's  docket  states  that  the  jury  found  the  de- 
fendant guilty  as  charged  in  the  indictment  and  "there- 
upon the  said  Defendant  by  his  attorneys  moves  for  an 
arrest  of  judgment  on  the  verdict  which  judgment  is 
postponed  until  said  motion  is  disposed  of."  The  judge 
ordered  that   "court   adjourn  till   9'  o'clock  tomorrow 

Judge  Ralston,  the  next  day,  overruled  the  "arrest  of 
judgment"  and  sentenced  the  defendant  to  be  hanged. 
This  action  which  was  taken  on  Thursday,  April  25,  1839 
is  as  follows:  "This  day  the  prisoner  William  Fraim  was 
again  led  to  the  bar  in  custody  of  the  coroner,  and  the 
motion  made  on  yesterday  in  arrest  of  judgement  being 
fully  argued,  and  upon  due  consideration  it  is  ordered 
by  the  court  that  the  said  motion  in  arrest  of  judgement 
be  overruled.  And  it  being  demanded  of  the  prisoner  by 
the  court  what  he  had  or  knew  to  urge  in  this  behalf 
why  judgment  should  not  now  be  pronounced  against 
him,  and  the  said  defendant  having  nothing  to  urge, 
except  what  had  been  before  urged  in  this  behalf:  It  is 
therefore  considered  by  the  court  that  the  said  William 
Fraim  be  hanged  by  the  neck  till  he  be  dead.  It  is  further 


I  ^  ^  ^  I 

From  the  Hancock  County  Court. 
File  No.  7.  Carthage.  Illinois 

A  portion  of  Lincoln  s  motion  for  arrest  of  judgment  revealing  that  the  original  document  appears  in  the  handwriting 
of  two  people.  The  last  two  lines  and  the  signature  could  possibly  be  that  of  the  thirty  year  old  Lincoln. 


LINCOLN  LORE 


From  the  Hancock  County  Court, 
File  No.  7.  Carthage,  Illinois 
The  verdict  of  the  jury  in  the  criminal  court  case  William  Fraim  v  The  people  of  Illinois. 


ordered  by  the  court  that  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  county 
of  Hancock  do  cause  execution  of  this  sentence  to  be 
done  and  performed  upon  the  body  of  him  the  said  Wil- 
liam Fraim  on  Saturday  the  eighteenth  day  of  May  next 
between  the  hours  of  twelve  o'clock  meredian  and  two 
o'clock  post  meredian  of  said  day  on  a  gallows  to  be 
erected  within  one  mile  of  the  town  of  Carthage  in  said 
county:  It  is  further  ordered  that  said  William  Fraim 
pay  all  the  costs  of  this  suit.  And  the  said  William  Fraim 
is  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Sheriff  of  said  county, 
to  be  by  him  kept  in  close  confinement  until  the  sentence 
is  executed.  It  is  further  ordered  that  the  clerk  of  this 
court  make  and  certify  a  copy  of  this  order  and  deliver 
the  same  to  the  Sheriff  of  said  county  which  shall  be 
sufficient  authority  in  the  hands  of  said  Sheriff  to  carry 
into  effect  the  foregoing  judgment." 

Undoubtedly  Lincoln  and  Dickey  put  forth  their  best 
efforts  to  defend  Fraim.  However,  the  case  was  not  taken 
to  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  defendant  was  executed 
pursuant  to  the  sentence  of  the  Circuit  Court.  No  mention 
is  made  regarding  any  fee  to  be  paid  to  the  lawyers  of 
the  defendant. 

The  prisoner  was  fettered  by  a  chain  about  his  ankles 
to  which  was  fastened  a  large  iron  ball.  He  was  a  pleas- 
ant and  engaging  fellow  and  a  fascinating  object  of  in- 
terest for  the  children  of  Carthage.  He  was  described  as 
being  "full  of  pranks"  and  "full  of  the  fun  of  his  race" 
who  continually  teased  his  jailors  and  joked  with  them. 
He  was  never  allowed  to  be  alone  and  was  guarded  by 
the  sheriff  or  one  of  his  deputies.  The  guarding  of  Fraim 
entailed  considerable  expense  according  to  records  of  the 
County  Commissioner's  Court.  Nine  guards  were  paid 
?119  and  Sheriff  Edmund  G.  Haggard  was  allowed  the 
sum  of  $122.22  for  sundries  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
Fraim's  comfort  and  safe  keeping.  Haggard  also  received 
$25  for  executing  prisoner  Fraim. 

The  place  of  execution  was  less  than  a  mile,  southwest 
of  Carthage.  Curious  people  came  to  the  hanging  from 
all  directions,  some  fifty  miles  away,  and  some  a  hundred. 
Men,  women  and  children,  some  afoot  or  on  horseback 
and  in  wagons  came  for  the  spectacle.  The  gallows  were 
erected  in  a  natural  amphitheatre  so  that  all  might  view 
the  execution. 

The  prisoner,  of  course,  made  a  short  speech.  His  last 
words  were,  "Oh,  eternity,  eternity,  I  dread  thee!"  On 
May  18,  1839  Field  Frame's  limp  body,  face  covered  by  a 
black  cap  and  body  attired  in  a  blue  jacket  and  white 
trousers  (he  had  been  a  sailor)  swung  from  the  gallows — 
the  only  murderer,  defended  by  Lincoln,  who  was  hanged 
for  his  crime. 

Editor'8  not*:  The  editor  is  particularly  cndobted  to  Joel  E.  Ferris 
of  Spohnne,  Washinnrton;  Franklin  M.  Hartzcli.  Attorney  of  CarthaBe. 
IllinoiB;  and  E.  G.  PigKott,  Circuit  Clerk,  CarthaBe,  Illinois  for  photo- 
stats  of  the  oriRinal  documents  of  the  Fraim  case  and  for  their 
BuiTKCStion  that  the  case  merited  a  detailed  study.  Likewise  photostatic 
copies  of  paces  761,  762.  763.  764.  76B  and  766  from  Charles  J.  Sco- 
field's  Hiatorioal  Encyclovcdia  of  lUinois  and  History  of  Hancock 
Covnlu  (mentioned  in  article)   have  proven  an  invaluable  source  of 

While  Lincoln  was  the  16th  president,  Hannibal  Ham- 
lin, who  was  elected  with  him  for  the  first  term,  was  only 
the  15th  vice  president. 


MT.  RUSHMORE  MEMORIAL  STAMP 
3c  Blue  Green — Issue  of  1952 


memorate  the 
twenty-fifth  anniver- 
sary of  the  dedica- 
tion of  the  Mt.  Rush- 
more  National  Me- 
morial sculptured  bv 
Gutzon  Borglum.  It 
is  called  "The  Shrine 
of  Democracy"  and 
it  depicts  the  heads 
of  Washington,  Lin- 
coln, Jefferson  and 
Scott  No.  ion  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

It  was  dedicated  as  the  world's  greatest  sculptured  work 
on  September  17,  1927.  The  stamp  was  placed  on  sale  at 
Keystone,  South  Dakota,  on  August  11.  1952. 

The  stamp  is  0.84  x  1.44  inches  in  dimensions.  It  was 
engraved  by  Matthew  D.  Fenton,  and  was  based  on  a 
photograph  from  the  Black  Hills  Studio,  a  photograph 
from  the  State  Highway  Department  and  a  post  card 
view  published  by  a  firm  in  Rapid  City,  S.  D.  In  addition 
to  the  sculptured  heads  of  the  four  presidents  there  are 
figures  of  a  woman  and  a  child,  in  the  lower  right-hand 
corner  of  the  stamp,  viewing  the  scene. 

The  stamp  is  arranged  vertically  with  a  single  outline 
frame  and  was  printed  by  the  rotary  process  in  green, 
electrically-eye  perforated,  and  issued  in  sheets  of  50. 
At  the  top  of  the  stamp  is  the  wording  "U.  S.  Postage 
3f."  In  the  lower  right  portion  of  the  stamp  is  a  sign- 
board bearing  five  lines  of  wording,  "Mount  Rushmore 
National  Memorial  1927-1952."  In  the  lower  left  corner 
of  the  stamp  appears  two  lines  of  wording  "Black  Hills 
South  Dakota,"  The  lettering  is  in  modified  Gothic. 

W.  Lee  Feruua:  "Abraham  Lincoln  On  Our  Stamps."  Tkr  Amerieati 
Philalclist.  February.  195S  :  United  States  Post  Office  Department; 
Postatte  Stamps  of  the  United  States,  1956;  Scott's  Standard  FostaRe 
Stamp  CataloRue.  1958. 


Political  Logic 

"A  celebrated  Douglas  orator  and  'Missouri  Republican* 
correspondent  of  this  county,  in  a  speech  lately,  asserted 
that  'Lincoln  was  an  Abolitionist,'  and  proved  it  in  the 
following  manner:  In  one  of  his  speeches  Mr.  Lincoln 
said,  'I  wan  a  Whig.'  Now  he  did  not  say  'I  was  and  am 
now  a  Whig,'  but  said  'I  was  a  Whig,'  and  we  know  that 
he  is  not  a  democrat  and  therefore  he  is  an  Abolitionist 
(cheers  by  two).  Clear  as  mud.  Now  this  is  a  specimen 
brick  of  the  Douglas  mode  of  proving  Lincoln  an  Aboli- 
tionist and  a  fair  sample  of  the  logic  of  their  doctrine." 

The  Menard  Index, 
Petersburg,  Illinois, 
August  9,  1860. 


DR.  RICHARD  D.  MUDD 

SAGINAW.  MICHIGAN 
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SctptodMr  26,  1959 


Dr.  Riebard  S.  HuU 

1001  Sou't  Straet 

Dsar  Dr.  HuUl 

I  vish  to  oolmawladjge  with  tbanka  your  lattor  of  S«ptaDft)ar  18  addraasad 
to  Dr.  R.  OeraU  MoNortry. 

Aa  noted  In  the  ensloaure.  Dr.  Hdlurtry  la  at  jireaent  out  of  the  offloe 
OD  a  trip  to  the  Far  Baat  and  vlll  not  return  until  mid  Deaeober. 

I  knotf  he  vlll  be  plaaaad  to  hear  from  you  and  to  laara  of  the  additional 
mterlal  relative  to  the  WllHaa  Fralm  atory  which  you  have  presented. 

Vsoa  his  return  I  vlll  bring  your  letter  to  hia  attention.  Again  thanking 
you  for  your  letter  I  reaain 

Sinearely  yours. 


HHlBlf 


(Miss)  Margaret  Neelleriag 


i 


